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Chapter 1: Being Prepared for Chickens

Getting ready for chickens is one of the most exciting parts of starting
your flock! Before you bring home your very first hens, you’ll want to make
sure you've thought about everything they’ll need to feel safe and happy.
Chickens depend on you for food, water, shelter, and love. When you're
prepared, your chickens will settle in quickly, and you’ll feel confident as
their caretaker.

The very first thing to think about is space. Chickens don't like to feel
crowded. Imagine how you'd feel if you had to share your bedroom with
ten people—it wouldn’t be very comfortable! Each chicken needs about 4
square feet inside the coop (that's their nighttime house) and about 10
square feet in the run (that's their daytime playground). So if you start with
6 chickens, you'll need about 24 square feet inside the coop and 60
square feet outside. Of course, more space is always better—chickens
love to roam.

The second thing to think about is safety. Chickens are gentle
creatures, but many animals like to sneak in and try to eat them.
Raccoons, foxes, hawks, and even dogs can be a danger. That's why
your coop and run need to be strong and secure. Chicken wire looks nice,
but it's not strong enough—predators can rip through it. Hardware cloth,
which is thicker, is a much safer choice. Don’t forget: at night, you’ll need
to close the coop door after all the chickens have gone inside to roost.
Chickens naturally tuck themselves in when the sun sets, but they count
on you to lock the door behind them.

Inside the coop, your chickens will also need comfort. They like to
sleep on perches at night, so make sure you include roosting bars. Hens
also want quiet, private places to lay their eggs, which is why you’ll need
nesting boxes. If you have six hens, two nesting boxes will probably be
enough. Fill them with soft bedding like straw or pine shavings. Clean
bedding helps keep the coop warm and prevents bad smells.

Another thing to remember is weather. Chickens don’t like being wet or
too hot or too cold. In the summer, they’ll need shade and plenty of cool
water. In the winter, the chickens will need a dry coop that keeps out



the wind. You don’t need to add heaters—chickens stay warm by fluffing
up their feathers—but you will want to check on them every day.

The last part of being prepared is time. Chickens need your help every day.
You'll give them food and water in the morning, check for eggs in the
afternoon, and tuck them in at night. Spending time with them is not just a
chore—it’s fun! Chickens are funny little creatures. Some will run to greet
you, some will perch on your arm, and some may even let you carry

them around. When you’re prepared, you'’re ready to be the kind of

chicken keeper your flock can depend on. They'll trust you, and

you'll feel proud knowing you’ve given them the best home possible.




Chapter 2: What You Need to Buy in Advance

Imagine how your chickens would feel if they came home and there
was no house, no food, and no water waiting for them. They'd be
confused and scared! That's why it's so important to gather your supplies
before your first chickens arrive.

The most important thing you’ll need is a coop. This is their home, and
it's where they’ll sleep, lay eggs, and stay safe at night. You can buy a
coop from a store, or if you like building projects, you can make one with
your family. Your coop should be sturdy and big enough for the number of
chickens you plan to have. Inside, it should have perches for roosting,
nesting boxes for eggs, and room to move around.

Next, you’ll need a run. This is a fenced-in yard where the chickens
can scratch, peck, and play during the day. Chickens love to spend hours
outside, so give them plenty of space. If you can, cover the run with wire
or netting to keep hawks away.

Then, you’ll need feeders and waterers. Chickens need clean food and
fresh water every single day. A good feeder keeps their food off the
ground, where it can't get dirty or wet. A sturdy waterer makes sure they
always have enough to drink. If your chickens ever run out of water, they
can get sick very quickly, so checking it every morning is very important.

Of course, you'll also need chicken feed. Hens that are old enough to
lay eggs need layer feed, which has extra calcium for strong eggshells.
Younger chickens need starter or grower feed. You can also buy grit (little
stones that help chickens digest their food) and oyster shells (to give hens
more calcium).

Don't forget bedding for the coop. Pine shavings, straw, or hemp work
well. You'll be changing out the bedding regularly, so choose something
that’'s easy for you to work with. A few extras will make life easier, too. A
scoop for feed, a bucket for carrying water, and a brush for
cleaning will all come in handy. A small first aid kit for chickens is a good
iIdea, too. Sometimes a chicken might get a little scrape or lose a feather,
and it’s nice to know you're ready. When you gather everything before



your chickens arrive, you'll feel ready, and your flock will feel right at
home from the very first day.




Chapter 3: Selecting Chicken Breeds

One of the most fun parts of raising chickens is choosing the
breeds you want in your flock. Chickens aren'’t all the same—they come in
different sizes, colors, and personalities.

Some lay lots of eggs, some are calm and cuddly, and some are just
plain beautiful to look at. If your goal is lots of eggs, you might like breeds
such as Rhode Island Reds, Australorps, or Leghorns. These hens are
known for being excellent layers. Imagine collecting fresh eggs every
morning, and knowing your hens are happy and productive. But
maybe you’d like chickens that are more like pets. In that case, Buff
Orpingtons or Cochins might be perfect. These breeds are gentle and
calm. Some will even let you pick them up and carry them around the
yard. You might also like having a colorful egg basket. Did you know that
some breeds lay blue or green eggs? Ameraucanas and Easter Eggers
are famous for their rainbow eggs. Imagine showing your friends a basket
with brown, white, blue, and green eggs—what a surprise! Looks can be
fun too. Silkie chickens have soft, fluffy feathers that look and feel like fur.
They're gentle and sweet, but they’'re not the best egg layers. Polish
chickens have funny feather “hats” on their heads that make them look
like little rock stars.

Another thing to think about is the weather. If your winters are cold,
heavier breeds like Wyandottes do well in the cold. If summers are hot,
lighter breeds like Leghorns stay cooler. The best part is that you don't
have to choose just one kind. You can mix breeds to have a flock full of
variety. Each chicken will have her own personality, and together,
they’ll make your backyard lively and fun. No matter which breeds you
choose, they’ll all need your love and care. And in return, they’ll
give you eggs, entertainment, and friendship.



Chapter 4: Caring for Your Chickens

Taking care of chickens isn't just a chore—it’s a daily adventure! Every
morning, you’ll get to step outside and say hello to your flock. They’ll probably
greet you with clucks and chatter, excited to see you.

Your first job each day is to check their food and water. Chickens can’t go
without these, even for a single day. Make sure their waterer is full and clean, and
that their feeder has enough food. You'll quickly learn how much your flock eats in
a day. After that, it’s time to check for eggs. This is one of the most exciting parts
of raising chickens! Gently open the nesting boxes and see what treasures are
waiting for you. Some hens lay early in the morning, while others wait until later in
the day. Collecting eggs regularly keeps them clean and safe.

Chickens also need a clean coop. Every few days, scrape out droppings from
under the roosts. Once a week, add fresh bedding. This helps keep your flock
healthy and makes their home more comfortable.

During the day, your chickens will keep themselves busy. You'll see them
scratching at the dirt, looking for bugs, or dust bathing to stay clean. They’ll cluck
softly to each other as they explore. If you want, you can toss them treats like
leafy greens or corn and watch them run after the goodies.

At night, you’ll want to make sure all your chickens are inside the coop.
Chickens naturally put themselves to bed when the sun goes down, but it's still a
good idea to count them. Once everyone is inside, close the door tight to keep
them safe. Caring for your chickens means being there every day, but it's also a
chance to spend time with them and enjoy their company. Some hens might
follow you around the yard, while others may hop into your lap. The more time
you spend with them, the more you’ll learn about their personalities.




Chapter 5: What to Feed Your Chickens

Have you ever wondered what makes chickens so strong and
healthy? The secret is in what they eat. Chickens love food, but they need
the right kind to stay healthy and lay eggs. The main part of their diet is
chicken feed. For laying hens, you'll want layer feed, which comes in
pellets, crumbles, or mash. This food has the right mix of vitamins,
minerals, and protein.

Chickens also love treats. You can give them fruits like watermelon,
strawberries, and apples (not the cores), or vegetables like lettuce, kale,
and carrots. They’ll get so excited when you toss treats into the run. But
remember—itreats are like dessert. They should only make up about 10%
of their diet.

There are also special things chickens need, like grit and calcium. Grit
Is made up of tiny stones that help chickens grind up their food in their
stomachs. Calcium is especially important for hens that lay eggs—it
makes the eggshells strong. Oyster shells or crushed eggshells are a
good source of calcium, and hens will eat them when they need to.

Some foods are not safe for chickens. You should never give
them chocolate, onions, salty foods, or raw beans. These can make them
very sick. Always double-check before giving your flock something new.

Most important of all is water. Chickens drink a lot, especially on hot
days. Without clean water, they can stop laying eggs or even get sick.
Checking their water every day is one of the most important jobs you'll
have.

Feeding your chickens the right way keeps them healthy, happy, and
ready to give you fresh eggs. And watching them gobble up treats is one
of the most fun parts of being a chicken keeper!



Chapter 6: Other Important Things to Know

Now that you know about food, housing, and daily care, there are some
extra things you should know to be an amazing chicken keeper. First,
remember that chickens have personalities. Some will be brave and bold,
always running up to greet you. Others will be shy and prefer to hang
back. You'll learn to recognize each one by the way they act, and soon
you’ll know who is who without even thinking about it.

Chickens also talk to each other. They make soft clucking sounds
when they’re content, loud squawks when they’re startled, and a proud
cackle when they lay an egg. Once you spend time with them, you’ll start
to understand what their different sounds mean.

Another funny thing chickens do is take dust baths. They flop around in
dry dirt, throwing it all over themselves. It might look silly, but it helps them
stay clean and keeps away bugs.

Sometimes chickens can get sick or hurt. It’s your job to notice when
something isn't right. If one chicken seems weak, doesn’t eat, or hides
from the others, it might need extra attention. Sometimes you can help at
home, and sometimes you'll need to ask a vet for help. Finally, always
wash your hands after handling your chickens or cleaning the
coop. Chickens are wonderful animals, but like all creatures, they can
carry germs. Washing your hands keeps you healthy.

Raising chickens isn’t just about getting eggs. It’s about learning
responsibility, caring for living things, and making friends with some of the
funniest, quirkiest animals you’ll ever meet. Your chickens will count on
you every day, and in return, they’ll give you eggs, trust, and a lot of
love.



The End

May your days with your chickens be full of fun, laughter, and lots of
fresh eggs!






